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A sculptor who grew up on a farm, Boar Vaadia is inspired by the nature
around him. Vaadia says,
strongest thing | address is that primal connection of man to earth, It
nthe materials | use, the environments | make, and the way
Vaadia's stone figures are often set against glacial boulders, His work

wark with nature as an equal partner, The
work.”

spems created by natural forces, such as wind and water, yel looks simul-
ranaausly ancent and futunst, as thowgh tha workmanship forms a hridge
from the Stone Age 1o the digital age. The figuras’ rounded forms, anony
mous and elemental, create universal models of humanity Lo which all
viewers can relate

Vaadia was born in lsrael in 1552, three years after it became an inde
pendent state, He moved to Mew York City, in 1975 on a grant from the
America-lsrael Cultural Foundation. In 1984, he moved his studio to
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. During the last 30 years, he has created more
[ham 200 sione sculpluses, #3ch weighing as much 10,000 pounds, Thesa
compelling wiorks, executed with & hammer and chisel, have won him
audiences worldwide, Yaadia also champions public art. Four of his works
are installed in permanent locations around Manhattan, including the
Time Warner Center, and he recently lent seven works to the Mew York
City Department of Parks' “Art in the Parks: Celebrating 40 Years." Other
Vaadia sculptures can be found in museums, outdoor spaces, and private
collections throughout the world. He has several upcoming exhibitions,
including one 2t Connaught Brown Galleny in Lendon in October 2008.
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mey work, Dlind posed elae allos the fin-
it pace Bo stand totally by the forge of
gravity. Then I drill a system of holes and
put threaded rods through the piece ang
glue il lor permanence and safety
oL What ore pour sourees fov {iane 7
W \s o can see, Lome of my pleces am
sattireg on glacial bowlcders that came to
the Mew York bay area during the ice age
Ihey introduce that ancient natural foe-
magion it the work. Those bowlder come
feom construction w264 within 20 blocks of
my Studia. Bvengatene they dig In Brooks
by, there i a great o poset of thess boul-
ders, | hive a good communication system
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BV The stors process s a wany leng one
The piece that I*m just finishing, Magm!
with Family, s going [0 & person in the
Netherlands. L took me five or s months
of tull-time work, My way (o ger exposurs
and shoy the piece is o make a3 bronhe
edhion Trom Lhe stone. The Blesired pivces
are usanlly editians of five, and the small
pieces that | do from slate roaf shingles
ane editions of seven. Ater the bronge is
cast, | combine these with slane, which
sefved &8 3 hase, usualy the gladal boul
dert hnd the Blusvione

I 'erep are Bronse from esch edition
to koan to municipalities and museums
for shows. For example, two pleces of
mine are new ot the Pelordova
Musewm. The sculptures that wene tem-
poranty ingealled trrawdloul New Yok
CiLy are also fram that collection. They
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are not fof ke, There (s no commercial side Lo it 1t allows me to share my work with
the public

My main waork is wath stone | caree sach indhvidhesl Layer of Bluestone and stack up the
Rayers Do oresle my sculpure, |™ee Been WOrHInG O 3 nesw bidy ol waork, portraits, i
realized that the Lagered style | developed does net allew me 1o do detailed featunes, &
it i challenge to try to rnate likeneds with mi igratune strle by trying to Toous an the
¥Nape ang Toem and fextwres af & peron. | can recognize a friend from the back, 551
to achipve likemess by recognizing thad presence and that eregy
Pk /P potennes conlure @ ronge of reces, culfives, ond ages — peosle fram the nesghbor
Frcaoel; 4 rhaves a of of Information i these wonks. Wihat stane do pov e for them 2
BY: The small work that | do, whether it fgurative or pertraituee, ls made from slate
ropf shangles. Again, (t's 2 sedimentary rock. The way they make the slate sh gl & by
separateyg the natucal farmationd of the rock, It s thar same indgiration of how the stone
was farmad im narune snd then how It was quarned if Aatune. | aring back the layvering
ol store formationd in ratune, and this alioes me 1o do wmaller weale pieces like Eha baad,
And you're righl: some portraits are people from the sbreets. | picked them cut barsiss
they have a specific shape and charecter that | like, | staried by doing parcraits of my
friends and of my family because | was familiar with them. Thraweghaus My EArRE, My
wiark nas dealt with the primal conrections of mad bo nslune, When | came 7a Neve York,
| vaas dryving 10 find the matenials and 1hings that made me feel connected 1o that prmal
farce within natyre
JGE: it spems ro mne that even the senaller pieces e @ Big feeling
BY: The big fealing you're talking about — you can really give the eredit 1o the materal
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entirg human evelation — I fhe fact that were familar with the materia] and the weight
af it, And The wcale 15 bescally dotaied by the DCt that slabe roof shingles ane about 3 Guar
ter of an inch thick. 50 1 work with that and the fact that this i how it naturaily forms. In
the big peces, the lwpers ane one 1o two inches thick. They come that way naturalky, | vee
the natural lagers in difedent Chicknesses and oodors. | usually create a plece no @anper than
Uwios e siced, because | relate the scale of rmy work to human scals
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%0 | can do the total shape with Bayers. In addition, meditative farms have a spirtuality
Coen man B0 many detanent refQiong. e goal & (o esoect the matenads Chat insping ma
e shepheend iS5 felated [ a1 history, a5 vedl as 1o my personal Expenience with sheep
i the dessvt. When thees walk, they gatker together, Whers they tawch, several layers
of stone connect the sheep. The same w Erue for my Gigures —for inttanee, in ihe way
that a woenan hogs & man, The (spers of $bone connect the Twd fqunss in 3 primal way
IGL: Tae gleciod bowlders ore 50 0o

e




